University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

ScholarWorks @ UTRGV
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers Newsletters

Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers

12-10-1992

Newsletter - 1992-12-10
E. De la Garza

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews
Part of the State and Local Government Law Commons

Recommended Citation
Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters, UTRGV Digital Library, The University of Texas – Rio
Grande Valley. Accessed via https://scholarworks.utrgv.edu/kikadelagarzanews/

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers at
ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kika de la Garza Congressional Papers - Newsletters
by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks @ UTRGV. For more information, please contact
justin.white@utrgv.edu, william.flores01@utrgv.edu.

KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, T E X A S - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _

102-1391

meet

with

district

high

who

organizations
works.

One of the highlights of my job is

~VERNMENT.

OUR AMERICAN

to

Washington, D C

10 December 1992

It

school

come
to

is

students from my congressional

to

learn

Washington

about

always

our

through

government

various
and how it

a pleasure to talk with these young

people to discuss this with them and to answer any questions
they

might have.

Congressional

It occurred to me that others in the 15th

District might be interested also in learning

a little more about how it all works.
The

U

S

Constitution,

the basic law of our country,

provided for a government of three independent branches; the
Legislative, the Executive, and the Judiciary.

The

U
of

Branch

House

Congress,

our

of

has

our

becomes

the major part of the Legislative

government, consists of two Houses, the U S

Representatives

Congress
enact

S

and

the

U S Senate.

While the

many functions, its major task is to make and

national

laws.

This

process

by which a bill

law is a simple, yet sometimes complicated process,

and I would like to review it for you.
To

become

introduced
number

in

a law a bill must be sponsored and formally
either

the House or Senate by a member or a

of members of that body.

originate

in

the

House

However, tax measures must

and,

customarily,

general

appropriation measures originate in the House.
After
number,
it

a

such

proposal

has

been introduced and assigned a

as H.R. 1 in the House or S. 1 in the Senate,

is then assigned to a committee or committees which deal

with

the

subject

matter

of the bill.

There are 16 major

Senate committees and 22 major House committees.
report,

or

vote

they

receive

for

never

acted

upon.

favorably

Committees

on only about 15% of the bills

consideration.

The

rest are tabled or

If committee members decide to proceed

- - - - - - U . S . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515-----""

with a bill, they usually hold public hearings to receive testimony
for and against the proposal. Some bills go from committee to the
full House or Senate without change, but most are revised in committee
markup sessions in which members debate the measure a.nd write
amendments to the bill. After being voted on favorably by a majority
of the committee members, it is then reported to the full chamber with
the recommendation that it be pa.ssed.
Several ways for this to happen
are:
a)
by unanimous consent where a bill is approved promptly; b)
suspension of the regttlar rules to expedite passage of the bill; or c)
go to the Committee on Rules who will send forward the measure to the
Floor for consideration.
The reported bill is now placed on a calendar of wn1cnever body
(House or Senate) is considering it. The bill is voted on and either
passed or defeated.
If passed by the originating body it then goes to
the other body of Congress.
It must be considered and passed in
committee and the full chamber of the second body. Sometimes the
second body makes changes in the bill and.a conference committee
composed of members from both houses is formed to iron out the
differences and approve the chang~s. The bill with its changes must
be approved by the two chambers.
After being passed by both the House and Senate the bill is sent
to the Presirlent who has ten days, not including Sundays, to sign or
veto a. bill after receiving it.
If the bill is signed by the
President it becomes law.
If it is vetoed by the President the veto
can be overridden by Congress with a 2/3 majority vote.
Although this appears to be a simple procedure it is often a very
demanding and prolonged effort to go from the original idea for a law
to its final passage and signing by the President. Many issues are
more controversial than others and often require an expansion of the
legislative process.
When a bill is signed into law it takes effect immediately unless
the law itself provides for another date.
It also specifies which
executive departments or agencies are to enforce the provisions of the
law.
This brings us to the Executive Branch of the government, which
consists of the President, Vice President, and his cabinet, or
officials of the executive departments and agencies.
While the
Legislative Branch of the government drafts a.nd pa.sses our na.tional
laws,
federal agencies under the Executive Branch, are empowered to
enforce the laws through a process of rulemaking. Although Congress
grants the fundamental ~uthority to an administrative agency to engage
in
policymaking through rulemaking a.nd provides guidelines for
administering the process,
the actual decision making and final
process lies with the federal agency.
This is the bureaucracy which
you hear a.bout.
They work for t.he President -- not the Congress.
Within the Executive Branch, the President exercises control over the
departments through the Secretaries who head them.
In addition,
independent executive a.gencies a.re headed by anmin.istrators appointed
by the President and serve at the pleasure of the President.
The JUdiciary Branch of the government consists of the Supreme
Court and the federal court system. The Supreme Court is the highest
court in the land and is charged with, among other things, reviewing
decisions of the lower federal courts and the highest courts of the
states.
It consists of a Chief Justice and eight Associate Justices
who are nominated by the President and confirmed by the Senate for a
lifetime term.
If you want to learn more about our government and how it
functions,
please write me at 1401 Longworth House Office Building,
Washington,
D C
20515, and we will be happy to send you some
additional information.
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